All these specimens agree in being much darker than the types and with less suffusion in the tegmen, at least than in freshly caught examples. For these reasons the males from Waiau and from White Rock were not previously recognised as conspecific with the females on which the description of the species was based.
A freshly caught female is less brilliant than the holotype, which had evidently bleached out much of the darker color, together with the suffusion of the tegmina.
The song of Melampsalta campbelli.--This song is faint, slow and of a muted quality rather resembling that of M. scutellaris, of which it is occasionally reminiscent also in rhythmic structure (C) though quite distinct. The cicada was fi,rst heard (at Otira in January, 1923) singing when the sun was hidden by clouds. A long note, lasting 6 seconds, was followed by a mono-tonous, disjointed series of staccato notes of uniform pitch, at a rate of 1 per second. The sun suddenly came out and song (A) became more spirited, resolving itself into song (B), slightly rasping, varied in volume and rhythm, with a rise and fall in pitch of a major third, or sometimes a major fifth as in phrase (C) which was an occasional variant of the preceding phrase.
This had a vocal quality which may be expressed as "oo-er-ih."
Unfortunately the song was heard unexpectedly at a time when no tinctly like "-i-i-re" the whole phrase of the song giving the effect of "chur-r-r ira" unmistakably.
The song is always slow and consists solely of a repetition of these two notes, both prolonged. The time of prolongation of each note varies so that there is no fixed rhythmical relation between them; for example in the sample given the first "churr" was observed to last 1 second, the "ira" 2 seconds, the second "ehurr" 4 seconds, the "im" 8 seconds, the third "churr" 10 We divide the species therefore into the following three varieties, for which names are already available.--
